
Dear Members of the Murray Clan: 
 
First of all, we apologise sincerely for the delay in sending out this newsletter, as we undertook to 
distribute it long before this. There are, believe it or not, good reasons for the delay, but we hope to 
be more regular in future. 
 
It was wonderful to see so many of you at our last gathering in May, and to have so many new 
members sign up. I was particularly delighted to meet relatives from Alstonville whom I did not 
previously know existed. 
 
Although this newsletter is late, please be assured that your committee has been very active and 
we have great plans for our next dinner-dance in April 2010 (see below). 
 

Bonnie Wingham Scottish Festival 

This year for the first time the Murray Clan Society agreed to hold its annual gathering as part of 
the Bonnie Wingham Scottish Festival (28th – 31st May). The main reason for this was that 2009 is 
the Thirtieth Anniversary year of the Society. The Festival was promoted as “Celebrating the 
Scottish Pioneers of the Manning Valley and the 30th Anniversary of the Murray Clan Society of 
NSW”, and the Festival was held in the presence of the Hon Malcolm Murray, 12th Earl of Dunmore 
and High Commissioner of the Murray Clan in Australia and New Zealand. 
 
Although the Earl and his wife, Joy, Countess of Dunmore were involved for much of the time with 
official Bonnie Wingham duties, there was opportunity for them to spend some quality time with 
Clan members and to build on the already strong friendships that had begun on their first visit to 
the Manning ten years ago. 
 
Both the Clan Commissioner, Warwick Murray, and President Ross Murray took part in the official 
welcome to the Earl and Countess on Thursday 28th May at Taree Airport. The Clan Society had 
arranged through local dealer Taree Motorama to provide a quality Mercedes Benz car for the use 
of the Earl and Countess during their visit, and this was driven at all times by Vice President Ian 
Murray. 
 
It was a privilege to have the Earl and Countess of Dunmore as our guests of honour at our annual 
dinner on Friday night, 29th May at the Wingham Services Club Restaurant. In his after-dinner 
remarks, the Earl assured the 60+ guests present that this was a highlight of their visit. Malcolm 
takes his role as Clan High Commissioner very conscientiously, and really values the time he is 
able to spend with our members. Unfortunately Malcolm and Joy were called to another function 
earlier than had been planned, which somewhat cut short the time we hoped they could spend with 
us. 
 
An important part of the evening was the cutting of the 30th Anniversary cake. It was a great 
pleasure to be able to call on Alice Gleeson and Timalee Murray to perform this task. Alice played 
a vital role in the establishment of the Society in 1979 and was a foundation member. Timalee was 
the youngest member present, and represents the next generation of Murray Clan enthusiasts. 
Timalee also took responsibility for taking photographs of the weekend activities. Thank you 
Timalee. 
 
Saturday, 30th was the main day of the Festival. It began with a street parade led by the Earl and 
Countess, with a strong representative group of Murray Clan members marching as a group 
behind them. When they were not required for official duties, Malcolm and Joy circulated among 
the stall-holders and visitors, and enjoyed the company of the Clan members who were able to be 
there. 
On the Sunday morning the Murrays provided a barbecue breakfast for people who had 
participated in the 7.30am Thanksgiving and Blessing of the Banners Service held on the river 



bank. We had a couple of glitches (another charity had mistakenly cooked our sausages the 
previous day!) but these were quickly overcome by an enterprising and willing band of helpers who 
worked hard to make the activity a success, and an enjoyable time was had by all.    
 
Members of the Clan also participated in other weekend activities, including the Grand Scottish 
Ball on the Saturday night. 
 
The Murray Clan Society was delighted to welcome a number of new members to the Clan over 
the weekend, and we look forward to renewing our acquaintance at future events. 
 
We pass on to members the following greeting received from the Earl and Countess after the 
Festival: 
 

Joy and I sincerely thank the Murray Clan Society of NSW for inviting us to join 
you for the Clan’s 30th Anniversary celebrations during the Bonnie Wingham 
Scottish Festival. 
 
We deeply appreciate the effort put in by members and friends during the time 
we were in Wingham to make our visit most enjoyable. The Anniversary Dinner 
and the early breakfast were a wonderful opportunity to meet up with the clan 
members again after ten years.  
 
The warmth and friendship shown to us will be treasured for the rest of our lives 
and we hope we may have the opportunity to visit you again in the future. 
 
Please pass on our appreciation to the committee and members. 
 
Most sincerely, 
 
Malcolm and Joy Murray 
 
Earl and Countess of Dunmore 

 

A Big Thank-you 
 
The 2009 events involved a very substantial financial outlay on the part of the society, including a 
significant contribution towards the cost of bringing the Earl and Countess to Wingham. In addition, 
committee members and others worked extremely hard and efficiently to ensure that the various 
activities functioned smoothly.  
 
Members were very generous with their time and money without seeking recognition or praise. 
What I saw at Wingham was a well-organised group of people who showed initiative and 
commitment in getting things done in a friendly and cooperative manner. 
 
At the Festival, I was reliably informed that the Murray Clan Society is one of the most active and 
secure of all the Clan Societies. This, I believe, is the result of the commitment of the members 
(and their willingness to overlook the occasional glitch) and the strong family atmosphere that 
permeates our Society. 
 
I would like to thank all those who took part in the 30th Anniversary celebrations, especially those 
people who travelled long distances to be part of the activities. It was a great pleasure to be part of 
such a fine body of people.  
 
I have attached some photos from the weekend at the end of this newsletter. Thanks to Glynn and 
Julie Evans and Timalee Murray for permission to use their photos. 
 

 



Annual General Meeting 
 
Our Annual General Meeting was held on the Sunday morning of the Festival. There was some 
discussion as to whether in future we should continue to hold our gatherings in conjunction with 
Bonnie Wingham. In the end it was agreed that we should hold separate gatherings every second 
year, and in conjunction with Bonnie Wingham in the alternate years. No doubt this policy will be 
evaluated over time. 
 
Members are reminded that the committee holds office for three years. Next year will be the end of 
the current three-year period, and although most of the committee will no doubt be happy to 
continue to serve the Clan Society, it would be wonderful to see some new talent on board. Please 
give this some thought over the coming year! 
 

Next Year’s Gathering – Advance Notice 
 
Our Annual Dinner-Dance will be held next year on 17th April. More details will follow in the next 
newsletter, but plans include piping in the haggis and dancing to an exceptionally good band we 
have engaged from Walcha. 
 
We are delighted that Mr Rob Oakeshott, the Federal Independent Member for Lyne, has 
accepted our invitation to be our guest speaker. 
 
It should be a wonderful evening, so please set this date aside.    
 

Mary Murray 
 
Members of the Murray Clan Society were greatly saddened by the recent passing of Mary Murray 
of Tinonee, the mother of our longstanding committee member Jan Murray.  
 
Mary became a Murray when she married Arch Murray. Although a Murray by marriage, Mary, in 
her quiet and sincere way, was a stalwart supporter of the Clan and attended most of our Clan 
functions.  
 
Many of you would know Mary as an easy-going, friendly woman with a genuine love for her 
immediate and wider family. Mary was also a committed Christian and her involvement with the 
local Anglican Church was very important to her.  
  
Mary's death was sudden and unexpected. She is remembered by all as a lovely person, and is 
sadly missed by her family and many friends. 
 
Only last week I was reading the recently published history of the 150 years of Tinonee Public 
School, and noted the high esteem in which Mary was held as a result of her lifetime’s involvement 
with the school. 
  

Membership Database and Email Addresses 
Since the last Newsletter, I have updated our membership database and we now have a 
computerised record of members.  
 
When we sent out the last newsletter, there were several emailed copies that “bounced back”, 
meaning that some members have changed or cancelled their email addresses. These email 
addresses have been deleted from our database, and newsletters are being posted to these 
members. 
 



If you received this newsletter by post, but would be willing to receive it by email, please email me 
at biggles2428@optusnet.com.au and we will add your email address to our database. Sending 
the newsletter by email cuts down greatly our costs and reduces the time required to get them out. 
 
We send out about 90 newsletters and want to make sure that all members receive them. If you 
are aware of any member who has not received a newsletter, please let me know. 

 

Another Clan Member? 
 
Congratulations to committee member Joyce Murray on the recent arrival of her 11th great-
grandchild, Baden Mark Powell, to Joyce’s grand-daughter Melanie and her husband Nigel. 

 

Scottish House 
 
Members may be interested to know that Scottish House in Sydney, which is a centre for Scottish 
culture, history and genealogical research, also acts as a liaison between the public and the 
various Australian Clan Societies and other Scottish heritage organisations. 
 
Thanks to Scottish House, we are able to combine with other Clan Societies to arrange public 
liability insurance for a more reasonable cost that would otherwise be available. 
 
Their website is at www.scottishhouse.org.au . 

 
Anything to Contribute? 
 
All members are welcome to contribute news and other items to this Newsletter. 
 
Been to Scotland lately? Any interesting family news? Please send us the details and some 
photos.  
 
 

Final Remarks . . . 
 
We hope you enjoyed perusing this newsletter. Please feel free to send in your comments on any 
aspect of the Clan Society. The Committee is always open to suggestions and new ideas. 
 
Thank you all for your friendship and support. 
 
Ross Murray 
 
President   

mailto:biggles2428@optusnet.com.au
http://www.scottishhouse.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

The Earl of Dunmore 
inspecting a bandsman 

with Eric Richardson OAM, 
Chairman of the organising 

committee. 

The Earl of Dunmore with 
the Mercedes vehicle 

provided by Taree 
Motorama 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clan Member Murray Rowden-Rich 
served as the Earl’s banner-bearer 

throughout the weekend 

Murray Clan Commissioner Warwick Murray 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Annual Meeting was held on the Sunday morning at Wingham Brush 

The Earl and Countess with Eric And Maeve Richardson 
at the official opening of the Festival 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Ross Murray and his wife Philippa in the Bonnie Wingham March 

Past President Alex Murray with other Clan members in the Bonnie 
Wingham March 



 

The Earl of Dunmore, Malcolm Murray, 
declaring the Festival open 

The Earl and Countess, Malcolm and Joy 
Murray, in the Bonnie Wingham March 



 

Secretary Dorothy Murray and committee member Max Hand in the Bonnie Wingham March 

Julie Evans and Barbara Farrell  with Malcolm Murray, Earl of Dunmore 



  

Alice Gleeson, one of our foundation members, cuts the 30th Anniversary cake with 
Timalee Murray, the youngest member present, at the Annual Dinner 



 

The Earl and Countess with Philippa and Ross Murray at the Annual Dinner 

The Annual Dinner provided a wonderful opportunity to catch up with old friends and 
make new ones 


